Interview with Mr Sakkheda
How old were you when the Khmer Rouge began to take over?
I was five years old.
And where were you living at this time?
I was living in the Kondal province, maybe 30km from Phnom Penh.

What was one of the first things Khmer Rouge soldiers do to people living in the province?
They split families up, they separated the parents from their children and put them in separate places, I was living in a different place from my brothers and sisters. I was living with my grandmother.

What was life like under the Khmer Rouge?
There were no schools; people had to work hard everyday. It was difficult for a lot of people.
Were you the youngest in your family?
No, I had a younger brother; he was only three years old.
Were you allowed to see your siblings? How often did you see them?
At first, we were not allowed to see eachother, but after 2 or 3 months, I was able to see them.

And what happened to your parents? Did you get to see them often?
One month after the Khmer Rouge took over, my mother died from sickness, because they didn’t have any medicines to help her. Then after my mother died, my little brother who was only three died, because he needed milk and food. And my father, he was a high ranking soldier in the army. One day Khmer Rouge soldiers came and said that my father had to go with them “your father will be back soon”, they said to me. But in fact, they were taking him to jail.

People were lying about their jobs. If you were a tuktuk driver or anything like that; fine. But if you were a student, or doctor, you were killed.
What events started happening next?
I was moved to an orphanage, like my siblings. But we were all in different orphanages. We didn’t have enough food, so I had to go to an orphanage.
How many other children were in this orphanage with you? 
Sometimes there were 1000, sometimes 500; the number changed a lot. Most of the children were from other provinces.
What was life like in the orphanage? Were you given many jobs?
Living in the orphanages was good, there was food and we didn’t have to do a lot of work. Except two times a week, after dinner we had to the clean tables and floors.
What was life like after Cambodia was liberated from the Khmer Rouge?
I stayed in the orphanage, but I was staying with my older brother. People were happy, they were allowed to talk freely, go anywhere they wanted, go fishing, farm their own crops, grow whatever they wanted to, because during the Khmer Rouge time, if you were growing a crop, you were not allowed to eat it. 
