Testimony 1:
Yan Chhim, a widow with three children, lives in Trapeang Stok village, Tang Yab sub-district, Prey Chhar district, Takeo province. She farms and weaves silk. Her husband Meas Pa was killed in 1977.

Her village came under Khmer Rouge control in 1972. Chhin said at first many April 17 people (those evacuated from the cities) arrived in Koh Thom district, but after staying for a short time, Angkar sent them to Battambang province. 

In 1975, cooperatives were not yet set up in Koh Thom; people still ate in their houses. Chhim said base people and new people had different food. Base people processed rice while new people received rice rations. In 1976, the Khmer Rouge began creating cooperatives. People were grouped into three units. First, “full-rights units” consisted of the poor, landless base people. Members of this unit usually became group leaders of people in the other two units. Some of the group leaders were assigned to collect vegetables and care off birds. The “candidate units” included base people who had been rich and owned land and houses. Their work was not hard. The “dependent unit” comprised new people, who received small food rations and were forced to work the hardest.

Chhim was in the dependent unit, in which she had to work very hard and was given little food. Her body bean to shrink. She wore the same clothes for working, resting and sleeping. 

In 1976, Chhim gave birth to a daughter. The unit chief allowed her 20 days’ rest, after which she had to go back to work. Roads were often cut off by flooding. Chhim had to cross the chest-deep river to ferry her children. In the evening, her children waited for her, while the base people had already picked up their kids. One day she asked the unit chief for permission to tend her sick child at home, and the chief replied, “Are you a doctor?” But Chhim kept pleading with the chief until she let her come home during lunch. To return on time, she skipped lunch, then ran and walked a few kilometers to reach home. Excited to see her mother, chhim’s daughter fell from the house, bled and became unconscious. Shocked, she cried for help. her base-people neighbors came out to help and carried her daughter up to the house. Then Chhim had to go back to work. 
When her third daughter had a fever, the medical cadre gave her a black tablet. Chhim said, “They gave us the same tablet for diarrhea, headache and malaria.”Her daughter’s illness worsened. At night Chhim and her husband brought their daughter to meet a man named Bou Khen who they knew before the regime. Her daughter’s condition improved. Chhim said, “When my daughters were sick, I collected left-over corn to trade for fish. But the base people refused to trade with me. They said, ‘you’re living on us, how dare you trade? How dare you! You should know, we liberated you.’ I did not reply to avoid further problems.”
In November 1977, Chhim’s husband was killed by the Khmer Rouge. She said, “That year my husband was sent to a unit of new people. I rarely met him, except in meetings, in which base people sat in one line, new people in one line, men in one line and women in one line. I tried to look for my husband; and I was told that my husband was taken away. I immediately lost consciousness. I cried and cried. I thought my turn would ocme soon, because usually the wife was killed after the husband.”To live for her children, Chhim had to work twice as hard as before. 

In January 1979, Chhim and her daughters left Koh Thom district to look for her surviving relatives in her home village. 
